
807 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 415.190 

§ 415.178 Anesthesia services. 

(a) General rule. An unreduced physi-
cian fee schedule payment may be 
made if a physician is involved in a sin-
gle anesthesia procedure involving an 
anesthesia resident. In the case of an-
esthesia services, the teaching physi-
cian must be present during all critical 
portions of the procedure and imme-
diately available to furnish services 
during the entire service or procedure. 
The teaching physician cannot receive 
an unreduced fee if he or she performs 
services involving other patients dur-
ing the period the anesthesia resident 
is furnishing services in a single case. 
For additional rules for payment of an-
esthesia services involving residents, 
see § 414.46(c)(1)(iii)). 

(b) Documentation. Documentation 
must indicate the physician’s presence 
or participation in the administration 
of the anesthesia. 

[60 FR 63178, Dec. 8, 1995; 61 FR 42385, Aug. 15, 
1996] 

§ 415.180 Teaching setting require-
ments for the interpretation of di-
agnostic radiology and other diag-
nostic tests. 

(a) General rule. Physician fee sched-
ule payment is made for the interpreta-
tion of diagnostic radiology and other 
diagnostic tests if the interpretation is 
performed or reviewed by a physician 
other than a resident. 

(b) Documentation. Documentation 
must indicate that the physician per-
sonally performed the interpretation or 
reviewed the resident’s interpretation 
with the resident. 

§ 415.184 Psychiatric services. 

To qualify for physician fee schedule 
payment for psychiatric services fur-
nished under an approved GME pro-
gram, the physician must meet the re-
quirements of §§ 415.170 and 415.172, in-
cluding documentation, except that the 
requirement for the presence of the 
teaching physician during the service 
in which a resident is involved may be 
met by observation of the service by 
use of a one-way mirror, video equip-
ment, or similar device. 

§ 415.190 Conditions of payment: As-
sistants at surgery in teaching hos-
pitals. 

(a) Basis, purpose, and scope. This sec-
tion describes the conditions under 
which Medicare pays on a fee schedule 
basis for the services of an assistant at 
surgery in a teaching hospital. This 
section is based on section 
1842(b)(7)(D)(I) of the Act and applies 
only to hospitals with an approved 
GME residency program. Except as 
specified in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, fee schedule payment is not avail-
able for assistants at surgery in hos-
pitals with— 

(1) A training program relating to 
the medical specialty required for the 
surgical procedure; and 

(2) A resident in a training program 
relating to the specialty required for 
the surgery available to serve as an as-
sistant at surgery. 

(b) Definition. Assistant at surgery 
means a physician who actively assists 
the physician in charge of a case in 
performing a surgical procedure. 

(c) Conditions for payment for assist-
ants at surgery. Payment on a fee sched-
ule basis is made for the services of an 
assistant at surgery in a teaching hos-
pital only if the services meet one of 
the following conditions: 

(1) Are required as a result of excep-
tional medical circumstances. 

(2) Are complex medical procedures 
performed by a team of physicians, 
each performing a discrete, unique 
function integral to the performance of 
a complex medical procedure that re-
quires the special skills of more than 
one physician. 

(3) Constitute concurrent medical 
care relating to a medical condition 
that requires the presence of, and ac-
tive care by, a physician of another 
specialty during surgery. 

(4) Are medically required and are 
furnished by a physician who is pri-
marily engaged in the field of surgery, 
and the primary surgeon does not use 
interns and residents in the surgical 
procedures that the surgeon performs 
(including preoperative and post-
operative care). 

(5) Are not related to a surgical pro-
cedure for which CMS determines that 
assistants are used less than 5 percent 
of the time. 
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